IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 1-13 and add Claims 14-18, as follows. Note that all the claims 
currently pending in this application, including those not presently being amended, have been 
reproduced below for the Examiner's convenience. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A toner supply container detachably mountable to an image 
forming apparatus, said toner supply container comprising: 

a container body configured to contain toner, said container body having a main body, 
provided with an openingVor permitting discharge of the tone r; and , for accommodating th e 



a sealing member configured and positioned to seal for unsealably sealing the opening, 
op e ning; 

said sealing member having a welded portion which is welded to said container body and 

\ 

a tearing portion which is torn upon Unsealing of the opening. 



wherein said welded portion has an inclined portion which is provided adjacent an end 



portion at which tearing starts and whichls disposed laterally outside of a tearing line, said 

\ . .. 

inclined portion being inclined inwardly with respect to a tearing direction th e opening is 

\ 

unseal e d by tearing a part of said sealing member, whe r ein a pattern of w e lding with which said 



sealing member is weld e d on the main body of the containe r is inclined inwardly with r esp e ct to 

\ 

a tea r ing di re ction at a lat er ally outwa r d end portton at a t e aring stalling side end p o r tion . 
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2. (Currently ^Amended) A toner supply container according to Claim 1, wherein the 
welding pattern is said inclined portion is rectilinearly inclined . 



3. (Currently Amended) A toner supply container according to Claim 1, wherein said 
inclined portion is inclined with a curvature welding pattern is inclined with curvatu r e . 



4. (Currently Amended) A toner supply container according to Claim 1, wherein said 
welded portion is provided in the! region where the tearing starts with a concave portion which is 



concave toward a downstream direction with respect to the tearing direction the welding pattern 
is concave downst r eam with rcspecyo th e t e aring direction, at a portion where the tearing sta r ts 
in a welded portion . 




5. (Currently Amended) A tonefe supply container according to Claim 1, wherein said 

V 

sealing member has an extension which extends from a tearing starting side of said welded 

\ 

portion and which is folded back and extends to an end provided with a pulling portion trseai 
portion welded to the main body of said container, and a sealing memb e r pulling portion 
extended and folded back the r ef r om . 



6. (Currently Amended) A toner supply container according to Claim 1, wherein said 
tearing portion is formed by laser illumination seahpg membe r is p rovided with a tearing guide 
portion provided by las e r irradiation . 



hjtg 
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7. (Currently Amended) A toner supply container according to Claim 1, wherein said 

sealing member includes a cover film welded to said container body so as to seal the opening, 

-{ 

and a tear tape configured and positioned to tear the cover film, wherein the tearing portion is 
defined bv the tear tape - has a cove r film sealing the o pening and a tea r tape for tearing the cove r 

mm. \ 

\ 

\ 

8. (Currently Amended) A process cartridge detachably mountable to an image forming 

| 

apparatus, said process cartridge comprising: 




a developing container which is effective to develop a latent image on a photosensitive 

i 

member with toner; portion^having a photosensitive m e mber, for develo p ing a latent image on 
the photosensitive memb er; 

a toner container configured to accommodate the toner; and accommodating portion for 

! 

accommodating toner to said ^ e veloping portion, said tone r accommodating portion being 
provided with an opening fo r p ermitting discha r ging of the toner ; 

5 ... 

a sealing member configured and positioned to seal for unsealably sealing the opening, 

said sealing member having alvelded portion which is welded to said toner container and a 

1 

tearing portion which is torn upon unsealing of the opening wherein said sealing member has a 

i 

seal p or tion welded to the main b o dy o f said containe r , and a sealing member pulling p o rtion 

extended and folded back therefrom , 

t 
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wherein sail welded portion has an inclined portion which is provided adjacent an end 
portion at which tearing starts and which is disposed laterally outside of a tearing line, said 
inclined portion being inclined inwardly with respect to a tearing direction the opening is 

i 

unsealed by tearing a part of said scaling membe r, 

whe r ein a pattern of welding with which said sealing membe r is weld e d on the main body 

I 

of the containe r is inclined inwardly with respect to a t e aring di r ection at a late r ally outwa r d end 



portion at a t e aring starting side end portion . 



9. (Currently Amerided) A process cartridge according to Claim 8, wherein said inclined 

! 

portion is rectilinearly incliried the welding pattern is inclined rectihn e arly . 



10. (Currently Amended) A process cartridge according to Claim 8, wherein said 
inclined portion welding patte r n is inclined with a curvature. 



1 1 . (Currently Amended! A process cartridge according to Claim 8, wherein said welded 

I 

portion is provided in the region where the tearing starts with a concave portion which is concave 



toward the downstream direction with respect to the tearing direction th e welding pattern is 
concave downst r eam with re spect teethe tearing dir e ction, at portion where the tearing starts in a 
w e lded portion . 
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12. (Currently Amended) A process cartridge according to Claim 8, wherein said tearing 
portion is formed by laser illumination s e aling m e mber is provided with a tearing guide portion 



provided by laser irradiation . 



13. (Currently Amended) A process cartridge according to Claim 8, wherein said sealing 

\ 

member includes a covenfilm welded to said toner container so as to seal the opening, and a tear 



tape configured and positioned to tear the cover film, wherein the tearing portion is defined by 



the tear tape has a cover film s e aling the opening and a t e ar tape fo r tearing the cover film . 



14. (Newly Presented\A toner supply container according to Claim 1, wherein said 

\ 

tearing portion is provided at each of lateral sides of the opening. 



15. (Newly Presented) A toner supply container according to Claim 7, wherein said 
tearing portion is provided at eachfof lateral sides of the opening. 



16. (Newly Presented) A process cartridge according to Claim 8, wherein said tearing 
portion is provided at each of lateral sides of the opening. 



1 7. (Newly Presented) A proceL cartridge according to Claim 13, wherein said tearing 
portion is provided at each of lateral sides of the opening. 
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\ 

18. (Newly Presented) A process cartridge according to Claim 8, wherein said sealing 
tyfy/fljX' mem b er has an extensior^hich extends from a tearing starting side of said welded portion and 
which is folded back and extends to an end provided with a pulling portion. 
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